
















 

 

for MMPA management purposes (e.g., selection of a recovery factor, stock status).  As a result, the Western North 

Pacific stock of humpback whales is classified as a strategic stock. 

There are key uncertainties in the assessment of the Western North Pacific stock of humpback whales.  

New DPSs were recently identified under the ESA; however, stocks have not been revised.  The feeding areas of the 

Western North Pacific stock and the Central North Pacific stock overlap in waters from British Columbia to the 

Bering Sea, so human-related mortality and serious injury estimates must be assigned to or prorated to multiple 

stocks.  The migratory destination of the Western North Pacific stock is not well understood.  The population 

estimate was based on studies from the Asian wintering grounds; although no other large aggregations of whales are 

known, the estimate is likely conservative relative to the actual abundance.  An estimate of variance is not available.  

The abundance estimate is calculated using data collected in 2004-2006; however, the population increased between 

estimates in 1991-1993 and 2004-2006 (Calambokidis et al. 2008), and the NMIN is still considered a valid minimum 

population estimate (NMFS 2016).  Estimates of human-caused mortality and serious injury from stranding data and 

fisherman self-reports are underestimates because not all animals strand or are self-reported nor are all stranded 

animals found, reported, or have the cause of death determined. 

 

HABITAT CONCERNS 
Elevated levels of sound from anthropogenic sources (e.g., shipping, military sonars) are a potential 

concern for humpback whales in the North Pacific, but no specific habitat concerns have been identified for this 

stock.  Other potential impacts include possible changes in prey distribution with climate change, entanglement, ship 

strikes due to increased vessel traffic (e.g., from increased shipping in higher latitudes and through the Bering Sea 

with changes in sea-ice coverage), and oil and gas activities. 
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