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For the dolphins' sake, and for your safety, please

oon'r FEED, SWIM WITH OR HARASS WILD DOLFHINS. We
encourage you to observe them from a distance of at

I

least 50 yards. Please use binoculars or telephoto
lenses to get a closer view, If you would like to get
up close and personal with dolphins, the MMPA provides for the public display of marine mammals in
zoos and aquariums. Contact the Office of Protected
Resources for a list of facilities that hold dolphins.
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with people change the behavior of
dolphins for the worse. They Sose
their natural wariness which makes
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them easy targets tor vandalism and

shark attacks.
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Dolphins are
hunters,
not beggars.
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Dolphin scientists
have prod of
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Dolphins are
not water
toys or pets
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feeding wlld dolphin disrupts their social groups
which threatens their ablli-

ty to survive in the wild.
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Young dolphins do not

Idea. Flipper was
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outs and don't teach them to forage.

They swim too
close to
churnin boat
prope ers...
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they are angry, frustrated, or afraid. When people try to swim with wild
dolphlns, the dolphins are

Dozens of
bites have
been reported..

and can be

disturbed. Dolphins who
have become career
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severely injured.

and people have been

They learn to

pulled under the water.

associate people

A woman who fad a pair

with food and get

of dolphlns and then

entangled with

jumped in the water to

fishing hooks and

swim wEth them was bit-

lines and die.

ten. "1 literally ripped my

They get sick from

hlm. However, truly wlld dolphlns wlll bite when
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D@@hit?scan b#e ltrs bends that

eating bait and people food like beer, pretzels,

feed llremi

candy and hot dogs.

stay In the hospital.

moochers can get pushy,
aggressive and threatenlng

when they don't
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f h e Marine Mammal ProteEtlon Act (MMPA)

left lea out of its mouth:'
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protclbb the "taking" of marine mammals. The
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term WakeF'means to harass, hunt, capture, klll,

,or feed, or attempt any of these activities.
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