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Secretary Carlos M. Gutierrez 
Office of the Secretary 
Room5S16 
U.S.Dcparanent of Commerce 
14u,_&ConsrirutionAvc.N\V 
\Vashington OC 20230 

Rf: Disaster Declaration for 2005 California Salmon Fisheries 

Dear Secretary Gutierrez: 

This year salmon fishermen from California and Oregon will experience unprecedented tC!::>trictionson their salmoh 
fishingseason due co very paor adult salmonid returns to the Klamath RiYer. The low returns are the result of a multi
year drought and subsequent water conditions. The situation is so extreme that we are ,vriting to urge you to declare a 
fishery disaster. as provided for under the Magnuson-Stevens Fisheries Act, to ptO\idc financial relief for the affected 
in<li\iduals, bu;-,inesses, and communities 

On April 8. ~OC.3,the PKific Fishery Management Council (PFMC) recommended severe restrictions on the offshore 
ocean salmon fa hems of Cali.wrnia and Oregon. As;;:result, in California, the Fish and Game: Commission has imposed 
a drastically reduced salr.1.vn fishing season for commercial ocean and in-river fishermen and for the subsistence fishery 
relied on by the ) urnk, Hoopa, and Karuk Tribes. This will result in catastrophic economic loses for fishing families and 
for fishing dependent communities. The C!:otimatedloss to the Cahfomia commercial fishing fleet alone could exceed 
$100 million. The sm.1ation for others. including pmccssors, port and tribal communities, related on-shore businesses, 
spore., fi.shi...,.g g-.iidcs and related businesses ,vtll be d.basrrous Similar steps have been taken in Oregon with similar 
imp.i.ctsonthe local fishingindustry and communities. 

Ac least twice before, NOA.A Fisheries decla.red the salmon fisheries of the \Vest coo.sta disaster, once following the 
sewn-year drought of the late 1980's and secretary Gutierrez early 1990's and an earlier one fol\O\'-ing the El ~it\o of 
l982-8l Declaration of a fishery disaster is the first step needed to allow the affected indl\iduals and businesses to 
ac.::~ss kderal disaster rdid programs called for under the Magnuson-Ste\'ens Act. 

Th::, i\tcndocino Coumy Boaid of Supervisor:. urges your immediate review of the situation so that the affected 
communities can help prepare for the impact of the new resnictions. If you have any questions regarding this request or 
need additional information concerning the financial impact of the restrictions, please do not hesitate to contact. our 
Representari\'e,Congressman Ntikc Thompson, 1'1 Di,;trlcr 

s~~c.erely, ~

-31£~ --
\.lc:ndocinoCounty Boardof Supervisors 

 

~
cc· Congres!:oman Mike Thompson 

Senator Barbara Boxer 
Senator Dianne·Feinrn:in 
Gon·rnor Arno]d SChwarzenegge
Senator Wesley Chesbro 
AssemblymemberPatry Berg 

t 

THI Bo.u.o or SllPlRVISORS 

MKHA£L M. DELBAR 
Rm District 

jlM R. WATTENSUR<,lll. 
Second District 

HAL WAGENU 
Third DIJ.trlct 

KENDALL 5MLTH 

Jaunh Dls.crtct 
j. 0A.VID COLrAX 

fifth Dls.trK.r 
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