U.S. Commerce Secretary Penny Pritzker declares fishery disaster for Fraser River Sockeye
Salmon Fishery in Washington
January 28, 20 14
Today, U.S. Secretary of Commerce Penny Pritzker determ ined a commerc ial fishery failure for the Fraser River sockeye sa lmon fishery in Washington
State. The fishery resource disaster was caused by the low return of sockeye salmon to the Fraser River wh ich resulted in subsequent closure of the
fishery for the 2013 fish ing season . The closure resulted in sign ificant revenue losses for tribal and non-triba l fishe rmen .
"The sockeye salmon fishery isn't just economica lly significant for the state of Washington - it's inextricab ly linked to its history and culture," sa id Secretary
Pritzker. "Because returns of sockeye salmon were so low and caused sign ificant losses of revenues , the fishery qualified as a resource disaster under the
nation's fishing law."
Under the Magnuson-S tevens Fishery Conservat ion and Management Act, the Comme rce Secretary can declare a fishery disaste r, which makes it
poss ible for Congress to app ropriate funds to provide economic ass istance to fish ing businesses and communit ies, including fishermen , affected by the
disaster and to support other activit ies addressing the disaster. If Congress appropr iates funds to address the Fraser River disaster , the Commerce
Department's National Oceanic and Atmosphe ric Administrat ion (NOAA) will work closely w ith members of Congress , affected tribes , and the state of
Washington to deve lop a spend ing plan and distribute the funds . The spend ing plan wou ld support activit ies that wou ld restore the fishery or prevent a
similar failure , and assist the affected fishing communit ies.
The U.S. sockeye fishery includes the Lumm i Nat ion , Nooksack Tr ibe , Tu lalip Tr ibes , Suquam ish Tribe , Makah Tribe , Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe ,
Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe , and Port Gamb le S'Klallam Tribe, as we ll as non-tribal comme rcial fishers .
The recent five-year annua l average of sockeye revenues for both tribal and non-triba l fleets combined is about $4.1 million. In 2013 , these fleets earned
about $115,000 in sookeye revenues - comb ined figure representing tribal and non-tribal losses near 97 percent.
NOAA's mission is to understand and predict changes in the Earth's environment , from the depths of the ocean to the surface of the sun , and to conserve
and manage our coastal and marine resources . Join us on Facebo o k, Twitter , lnsta gram and our other soc ial med ia c hann els .

NOAA Mob i le

I

Protecting

Your Privacy

I FOIA

I

Information

Qu al ity I Disc laimer

I

USA .gov

I

Ready .gov

Site Map

I

Contact Webmaster

